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The forthcoming Special Issue of Zanj: The Journal of Critical Global South 

Studies on ‘Migration and (in) equality in the Global South: intersections, 

contestations and possibilities has the potential to revolutionalise dominant migration 

narratives by changing how migration is presented and turning the focus away from 

policy responses and towards the achievements of local, regional and international 

actors in mitigating inequalities which accompany migration processes.  

This volume was conceived by Professor Heaven Crawley (Hub Director, 

Coventry University), Dr Faisal Garba Co-I University of Cape Town) and Professor 

Francis Nyjamjoh (Advisory Board member, University of Cape Town) following 

discussions with Dr Jesse Benjamin at the University of Atlanta, and initiated through 

an internal call for papers in September 2020. Published by Pluto Journals, Zanj 

orients itself towards an oppositional intellectual stance that reflects voices too often 

excluded. The journal seeks to centre positionalities and politics that make a new 

world in the imagine of the subaltern, the excluded, the Others that are conjured by 

concepts of the Global South in the current Western order of knowledge, its 

hegemonic political economies and successive empires. It aims to provide a uniquely 

engaged scholarly space for Global South perspectives that otherwise might not 

make it into the academic industrial complex.  

For this Special Issue, MIDEQ scholars were invited to critically reflect on the 

relationships between migration and (in) equality in the context of the Global South. 

The editors placed no boundaries on the length, style or language of contributions. 

Poetry, creative work and other non-academic contributions were encouraged. A 

peer review process was established with the goal of developing and supporting new 

scholarship grounded in the experiences and perspectives of those living and/or 

working in the Global South; and developing our ToC pathway on contributing to 

knowledge production and academic capacity.  

18 abstracts were submitted by MIDEQ researchers and a total of 14 articles 

accepted by the editors. A webinar brought together the editors of the Special Issue 

with the contributors and Dr Benjamin to explore cross cutting themes. As a result of 

this discussion a separate introductory article was co-written by 8 contributors 

exploring the way in which the language of migration shapes dominant 

understandings and representations of migrant experiences in migration studies. 

Together with the editorial introduction we now have 16 articles and it has been 

agreed that the Special Issue will be published as a double volume. Review of the 

papers is currently underway with publication scheduled for March 2022.  

MIDEQ’s work in producing a Zanj Special Issue is of significance because: 

 It reflects a core engagement with the concept of inequality and exclusion in 

terms of access to knowledge, opening up the potential for new 

http://www.mideq.org/
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interdisciplinary knowledges and knowledges from the Global South to be 

privileged; 

 It provides an opportunity to maximise readership and engagement in 

MIDEQ’s work because it is ‘open access’ which means that cost is not a 

prohibitor to access. This is important to maximise traction particularly in the 

Global South; 

 It provides researchers from the Global South, including early career 

researchers, an opportunity to contribute to a collective MIDEQ 

interdisciplinary publication supported by the editors and co-authors 

(particularly important for those publishing for the first time). Zanj is a peer 

reviewed journal, listed and tracked in Science Open which means that 

academics and scholars will receive full credit and recognition for their work;  

 It highlights contextual factors relating to the circulation, movement and 

migration of peoples in the Global South rather than the policy drivers and 

discourses of migration which dominate much migration research grounded in 

the Global North; 

 It breaks open the concept of migration and begins to develop a new focus on 

the language of migration, including a paper which begins from the local 

idiolects of migration, from the generic terms focusing on the Anglocentric, 

and narrowly conceptualised understanding of migration; 

 It offers an opportunity to foreground the arts and language, anthropology and 

gender, fashion and music, well-being and emotional/affective experiences of 

migration;  

 It explores the ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated 

existing inequalities associated with migration between the countries of the 

Global South; 

 It breaks with traditional style thus broadening the range of academic outputs, 

through which expertise and new categories might be brought into being; and 

 It provides an example of COVID-19 working sustained by online symposia 
teasing out the vital concepts of mobility and immobility, risk and safety, 
voluntary and involuntary dimensions of migration. 

The Special Issue of Zanj showcases MIDEQ’s well integrated and rigorous 

interdisciplinary approach and commitment to reducing inequalities in knowledge 

production in migration research. Paper titles reflect this interdisciplinary approach, 

for example: 

 “Amar beton khub e kom”: the role of commercial recruitment intermediaries in 
reproducing gendered and racialised inequalities  

 Emerging forms of migration-induced inequality in places of origin: the case of 
Ethiopian migrants to South Africa 

http://www.mideq.org/
https://www.scienceopen.com/collection/760e59e3-88be-4821-b7ec-7fa0a9b14fde
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 Inequalities in access to land and resilience strategies among Burkinabe 
migrants in the north of Cote d'Ivoire 

 The sensing self and others (on the move) storytelling and music making as a 
performance of meaning making in migration 

 Migration, memory and longing in Haitian songs 

 Asaasa: The cloth metaphor for connectedness 

Throughout the production process there has been rigorous working and 

reworking of concepts which typically dominate migration research. New expressions 

of knowledge have been enabled by the participatory nature of the work. As an 

innovation, an introductory paper has been co-produced focusing on the 

particularities of language and migration, breaking with the normal editorial focus of a 

single voice, and generating further innovation through interdisciplinary synthesis 

from those who have contributed.  

This is the first collective output of the MIDEQ Hub and as such makes an 

important and innovative contribution to understanding and knowledge in the field. 

The recognition that there is no shared language in policy or academia for discussing 

migration and inequality is a major and rigorous innovation and has the potential to 

shift the direction of migration narratives as well as policy/practice. Following 

publication, we intend to use the Special Issue as a ‘hook’ for webinars and events 

with both academic and non-academic audiences to explore the implications of 

MIDEQ’s research including in relation to the production of knowledge on migration. 

Authors will also be encouraged to turn their contributions into MIDEQ blogs and 

briefs to engage policy makers and others with an interest in the Hub’s work. 
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